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DETAILED ACTION 

Objection 

Abstract 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should be in 
narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a separate sheet 
within the range of 50 to 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 
608.01(b). 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the informalities: the similarity of 
language in brief description of Fig. 14, Fig. 15 and Fig. 16 (page 6 and 7) is 
noticed. Examiner suggests the differences between the drawings be stated. 
Correction is required. 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent 
basis for the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP 

§ 608.01 (o). Correction of the following is required: 

Regarding claim 1 , the language, "a first step of, in line 5, "a second step 
of, in line 10, and, "a third step of, in line 15 are not found in the specification. 

Regarding claim 2, the language, "a first step of, in line 3, "a fourth step 
of, in line 8, and, "a fifth step of, in line 12 are not found in the specification. 

Regarding claim 3, in line 3, the language, "a sixth step of, is not found in 
the specification. 
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Regarding claim 4, in line 3, the language, "a seventh step of, is not found 
in the specification. 

Regarding claim 5, in line 3, the language, "an eighth step of, is not found 
in the specification. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters have been used to designate same part in Fig.2, 
Fig. 10, Fig. 11 and Fig. 12 . Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or 
"New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to because Fig. 5 and Fig.8 appear to have 
typographical errors. 

Regarding Fig. 5, in cache memory 14, the second database drawing 
down, the number "50" is seems to be conflicted with the numbers displaying in 
the third and forth database drawings and the specification (page 37, line 17). 
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Regarding Fig.8, the part numbers in the action displaying between the 
first database drawing in cache memory and the server unit is conflicted with the 
part numbers assigned in the Fig.2. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining 
figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Rejection 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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7. Claim 2 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The limitation, "a first step of obtaining candidate characters for next input 
and the number of candidates pertaining to an input character string from the 
server system via the communication network, and storing them into a cache 
memory provided in the navigation apparatus;", in line 3-7, there is repeated from 
claim 1 line 5-9. 

Additionally, the word, in line 13, "it" has no antecedent basis in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - ^ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

9. Claim 1 , 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by JP 2002286479 A (hereinafter JP '479). 

Regarding claim 1, JP '479 teaches: 

An input support method in a communication-type navigation system in 
which a navigation apparatus and a server system are connected via a 
communication network (communication device using telephone line to 
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communication with external database - see e.g., paragraph [0015), the input 
support method comprising: 

a first step of obtaining candidate characters for next input and the number 
of candidates pertaining to an input character string from the server system via 
the communication network, and storing them into a cache memory (see e.g., 
paragraphs [0017] - [0019]) provided in the navigation apparatus (the navigation 
equipment - see e.g., paragraph [0009]); 

a second step of at least when an input character string is updated at the 
navigation apparatus, searching the cache memory (see e.g., paragraph [0009]) 
for candidate characters (destination information - see the Abstract) following the 
updated input character string and the number of candidates pertaining to the 
updated input character string; and 

a third step of, when the candidate characters following the updated input 
character string and the number of candidates pertaining to the updated 
character string (coordinate data corresponding to the destination information - 
see the Abstract) have not been stored in the cache memory (does not exist in 
the map data memorized by the storage - see e.g., paragraph [0013]) as yet, 
transmitting the updated input character string to the server system (destination 
information acquired from external database - see e.g., paragraph [0016]). 
Regarding claim 6, note an address search is included in the Abstract. 
Regarding claim 7, note a POI search is taught in the Abstract (place names, 
telephone numbers, and addresses). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

11. Claim 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP '479 in view of Chun et al. (Pub No. US 2004/0203916). 

Regarding claim 2, as set forth in the rejection of claims 1 and 7, JP '479 
clearly shows and discloses the claimed invention except taking character by an 
input operation and correcting input character string if necessary then display as 
claimed. However, Chun et al. teaches the information data input being taken 
from different optional sources (see e.g., paragraphs [0035] and [0040]). 

Regarding claim 6, an address search is.clearly shown and disclosed by 
Chun et al. (see e.g., Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input support method of JP' 479 with the 
information data input being taken from different optional sources and the 
address search of Chun et al. as the additional features would provide greater 
functionality to the input support method. 

12. Claim 1 and 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP '479 in view of Oda et al. (Patent No. US 6,856,892 B2). 
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Regarding claim 3, as set forth in the rejection of claims 1 , 6 and 7, 
JP '479 clearly shows and discloses the claimed invention except the 
re-transmitting again if the request not receiving in a predetermined period of 
time as claimed. However, Oda et al. teaches a system and method for 
monitoring to determine whether to transmit request again (see e.g., Fig. 5, 
line 57 and row 14 in the Specification). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input support method of JP' 479 with the 
monitoring to determine whether to transmit request again of Oda et al. as the 
additional feature would provide greater functionality to the input support method. 
13. Claim 1, 4, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP '479 in view of Suzuki (Pub No. US 2004/00881 10). 

Regarding claim 4, as set forth in the rejection of claims 1 and 6, JP '479 
clearly shows and discloses the claimed invention except candidate characters 
and number of candidates being belatedly received due to communication delay 
then stored in the cache memory as claimed. However, Suzuki teaches the 
method to store road information data or POI data including POI different data, 
which is received by different sources for updating, in the local memory. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input support method of JP' 479 with using 
local memory (i.e., cache medium) to store the information data which is received 
by different data receivers (candidate characters number of candidates is 
belatedly received due to a communication delay then stored into the cache 
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memory) as taught by the system of Suzuki (see e.g., paragraph [0039]) to fully 
update the data. 

Regarding claim 5 and 7, as set forth in the rejection of claims 1 and 6, 
JP '479 clearly shows and discloses the claimed invention except correcting the 
input character, which is already inputted into the updated character string, 
based on the response of candidate characters and the number of candidate 
from the server system as claimed. However, Suzuki teaches POI search and 
information being updated (corrected) from different data receivers from different 
sources then displaying the freshness information to the user based on he 
information inputted by the user (the search). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the input support method of JP' 479 with a POI 
search (see e.g., paragraphs [0008] and [0014]) and used freshness data 
information, received from different sources, as taught by Suzuki, to inform the 
user comparing to pre-updated information (see e.g., paragraphs [0010] and 
[001 1]) to update information using multiple sources. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Bai D. Vu whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1751 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 7:30 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Deborah Reynolds can be reached on 571-272-4919. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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